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Abstract

The paper is based on the Angola case in the context of a win-win view. In the evaluation process
and expectation of establishing solid and successful relations between Angola and the United
States of America (U.S.). This study reviews the experience and lessons learned in bilateral
cooperation between Angola and the United States over recent years, through an in-depth
analysis of historical, political, and economic conditions and processes that have shaped and
continue to influence relations. The study draws on both primary and secondary sources. Primary
sources include historical documents, various policies and assessments, as well as interviews
with experts and stakeholders in the area. Angola is a country rich in history and with important
mineral resources. However, after four decades of civil wars and a global confrontation, Angola
is still facing several challenges in establishing good and successful relations with other
countries. In the U.S. case, several political and economic factors may be contributing to
positive, solid, and successful relations with Angola. The paper discusses and determines the
legacy of the Cold War era, Angola’s political and economic transition, and U.S. interests and
their corresponding political and economic priorities in Africa. There are also potential areas for
a win-win to function, including infrastructure development, renewable energy investment,
governance reforms, agricultural development, education, and healthcare services. The study has
concluded that, as it stands, Angola and the U.S. are facing significant political and economic
challenges, including Angola’s lack of economic diversification due to its overdependence on oil
revenue, governance issues, and social inequality. These are the factors that block a win-win
approach to sustainable development, preventing equality among Angolans, foreign investors,
and other stakeholders in the field. The paper concludes that a comprehensive, transparent, and
mutually beneficial framework is needed to improve bilateral relations. The improvement in
Angola-U.S. relations has the potential to promote economic diversification, good governance,
and regional integration, while the U.S. will have a reliable and strategic partner in Africa. The
policy recommendations also guide building sustainable and fair partnerships with other
developing nations, focusing on economic growth, social development, and a transparent process
with good governance in place.
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Introduction

Bilateral Relations Between Angola and the United States

To understand the history and current state of Angola, it is essential to examine the country's
bilateral relations with other nations. One of the most important foreign relations of Angola is its
relationship with the United States. The US-Angola bilateral relations have had their share of ups
and downs. During the Cold War era and the civil war in Angola, the US backed the anti-
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communist forces in Angola. At the same time, the Soviet Union and its allies supported the
MPLA (Movimento Popular de Libertagdo de Angola), which eventually took power in
independent Angola in 1975 (Malungo, 2021). The competition over influence and power also
carried over to the Angolan civil war that continued after independence. In recent decades,
however, the relationship between the two countries has improved, moving towards engagement
and cooperation, particularly in trade, investment, and development. Angola has actively sought
to diversify its foreign relations and attract investment from a variety of countries, and the US is
a key partner in this regard.

Angola's political system has evolved over the years, transitioning from a one-party state to a
multiparty system. The country has held regular multiparty elections, although the ruling party,
MPLA, has maintained a dominant position in Angolan politics since independence. Opposition
parties, such as UNITA and the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola, have also
been active and have been able to participate in the political process to some extent. Political
dialogue and inclusivity have been key areas of focus in efforts to improve the country's political
environment (Kabemba, 2016). Overall, while Angola has made some progress in political
reforms and inclusivity, there are still challenges that need to be addressed to ensure a more open
and competitive political environment.

Angola's economy is heavily reliant on oil, which accounts for a significant share of the country's
GDP, government revenue, and exports. This overreliance on oil has made the economy
vulnerable to oil price shocks and has hindered efforts to diversify the economy. Angola has
significant reserves of various natural resources, including diamonds, iron ore, and coffee,
among others. However, these resources have not been fully explored or developed due to
infrastructure, governance, and other challenges (Kabemba, 2016). Angola has experienced
periods of rapid economic growth, particularly during oil price booms, but has also faced years
of stagnation or contraction. Efforts have been made to diversify the economy and promote
sectors such as agriculture, manufacturing, and services, but progress has been slow.

Angola's economic growth has been volatile due to its reliance on oil exports and exposure to
global market fluctuations. Angola's economic growth has experienced periods of rapid
expansion and contraction. Angola's GDP growth rate has averaged around 3% in recent years
but has ranged from as low as -3.6% in 2016 to as high as 20.2% in 2006, highlighting its
volatility. The Angolan economy is heavily reliant on oil exports, and the performance of the oil
sector has a significant impact on the overall economy. Angola has taken steps to diversify its
economy and reduce its reliance on oil, but this process has been slow. Political stability,
governance, and infrastructure have also contributed to the country's economic growth
performance. Overall, Angola's economic growth has been influenced by both domestic and
external factors, with periods of strong growth interspersed with periods of stagnation or
contraction.

The government is working to enhance governance and economic management in various
sectors. As is the case in many developing countries, transparency and accountability remain a
challenge, and these are evolving areas as the reform process continues. International measures
such as Transparency International's Corruption Perception Index leave some room for
improvement. Continuous efforts to strengthen institutions and decision-making processes can
help ensure that economic growth translates into shared prosperity for the population. Angola has
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taken steps to improve its governance, including passing laws to combat corruption and improve
transparency. The development of stronger institutions, along with enhancements in legal
frameworks and accountability measures, can still progress toward improved transparency.
Ongoing efforts to enhance the former two in particular would also complement past and
ongoing initiatives to promote human rights and the fight against social inequalities, thus
contributing to making society more inclusive and egalitarian.

In terms of human rights, Angola has made efforts to improve its human rights record, but there
are still areas of concern. The government has taken steps to address past human rights abuses,
including the establishment of a commission to investigate and document human rights
violations. Freedom of expression, access to justice, and protection of social and economic rights
are all fields where further improvements can be achieved. Positive developments can be
expected over time in these areas, given the government's recent commitment to anti-corruption
and improved governance.

Angola also faces challenges with social inequalities, which have been a persistent issue in the
country. Despite efforts to improve social services and reduce poverty, significant disparities
persist in access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities. The country's high levels
of income inequality, coupled with a large informal economy, present additional challenges.
Addressing social inequalities in Angola will require comprehensive policies and investment to
ensure more inclusive development.
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Figure 1: Timeline of Angola-U.S. Relations
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Figure 2: Angola- U.S Relations

Win-Win Opportunities: Key Areas of Potential Synergy
Infrastructure Development and the Lobito Corridor
One area with considerable win-win partnership potential is infrastructure development,
specifically through the Lobito Corridor. The Lobito Corridor is a trade and transportation
development initiative that envisions the redevelopment of the Port of Lobito, Angola, as a
logistical hub for trade and transportation across Africa, linking the Atlantic Ocean with
landlocked countries in Central and Southern Africa. US companies' engagement in developing
the Lobito Corridor, including investments in port infrastructure, railways, and related
infrastructure, can unlock trade potential, reduce transportation costs, and promote regional
integration. Angola stands to gain from improved infrastructure, increased foreign investment,
and enhanced trade capacity. At the same time, the US benefits from a strategic partnership in
expanding its economic and logistical presence in Africa.

Table 1: Key Opportunities for Angola-U.S. Relations

Area of Collaboration Potential Benefits for Angola Potential Benefits for
the USUS.

Infrastructure Development | Improved transport network, | Strategic trade routes,
(Lobito Corridor) increased trade capacity, and | investment opportunities
foreign investment
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Renewable  Energy and | Diversified energy mix, reduced | New markets for
Climate Change Mitigation fossil fuel dependence renewable energy
companies

Access

goods, diversified economy

Governance Reforms and | Stronger institutions, reduced | Stronger diplomatic and

Transparency corruption, and investor | economic partnerships
confidence

Agriculture and Food | Enhanced agricultural | Access to agricultural

Security productivity, reduced food | markets and exports
imports

Bilateral Trade and Market | Market access for Angolan | Expanded trade and

investment in new sectors

Education, Research, and | Skilled workforce development, | Academic exchange and
Innovation increased innovation capacity research collaboration

Technology and  Digital | Improved digital infrastructure, | Business expansion in the
Transformation increased entrepreneurship digital and tech industries

Healthcare and Public Health

Strengthened healthcare
systems, improved public health
outcomes

Opportunities for
healthcare  partnerships
and expertise sharing

Renewable Energy Investments and Climate Change Mitigation

The development of the renewable energy sector to meet energy needs and combat climate
change is an area for economic cooperation between Angola and the United States. Angola has
considerable potential for renewable energy, particularly in solar and wind, and US investment
and expertise can help build renewable energy projects, enabling Angola to diversify its energy
matrix, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and combat climate change. This is a significant
opportunity not only to open new markets and opportunities for US companies but also for
Angola to  become a  regional leader in  clean energy  production.

Governance Reforms and Transparency Initiatives
Angola has expressed interest in implementing reforms to its governance and increasing
transparency, an area where the United States could collaborate with the country. The United
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States can provide technical assistance, capacity building, and best practice sharing to support
Angola in its efforts to combat corruption, strengthen institutions, and promote good governance.
By collaborating on initiatives that promote transparency in the management of natural
resources, fiscal policies, and public administration, the two countries can create a more
conducive business environment and increase public confidence in their governments. This
aligns with the US's interest in promoting democratic governance and stability in Africa and can
provide Angola with an opportunity to move toward more accountable and effective governance.

Agriculture and Food Security

Investing in agriculture and food security in Angola represents a mutually beneficial opportunity
for both Angola and the United States. Angola can enhance agricultural productivity and reduce
its reliance on food imports. At the same time, the US can offer support in the form of technical
assistance, technology transfer, and investment in agricultural value chains. By investing in
Angola's agricultural sector, the US can help create jobs, promote economic development, and
improve food security for the Angolan people. At the same time, US agricultural producers and
businesses can benefit from access to new markets and opportunities in Angola.

Bilateral Trade and Market Access

The two countries can also collaborate to expand bilateral trade and enhance market access. The
US can offer Angola greater market access for Angolan products, including oil, minerals, and
agricultural products. In turn, Angola can provide market access and investment opportunities for
US businesses, especially in sectors where Angola is looking to diversify its economy. Reducing
trade barriers, harmonizing standards, and building business-to-business linkages can facilitate
increased trade flows and economic growth in both countries.

Education, Research, and Innovation

Angola and the United States can reap significant benefits by fostering collaboration in the fields
of education, research, and innovation. The US can assist Angola in enhancing its educational
systems, promoting research and development, and developing a skilled workforce for the future.
This could involve initiatives such as academic exchange programs, scholarships, technology
transfer, and joint research projects. By investing in human capital and innovation, both nations
can foster knowledge sharing, drive economic growth, and address common challenges such as
healthcare, environmental sustainability, and climate change.

Technology and Digital Transformation

Angola is also undergoing a digital transformation, presenting opportunities for the US to
collaborate with the Angolan government and private sector in this area. The US can provide
technical assistance and support to Angola in building digital infrastructure, developing e-
governance platforms, and promoting digital literacy and inclusion. There are also opportunities
for cooperation in areas such as cybersecurity, financial technology (fintech), and
entrepreneurship. The US can leverage the expertise and innovation of US technology companies
to support Angola's digital transformation and create an enabling environment for digital
entrepreneurship and investment.

Healthcare and Public Health

62




Collaborating in healthcare and public health is a mutually beneficial field of investment for both
countries. The US can assist Angola in building and strengthening healthcare systems, increasing
access to quality healthcare services, and tackling public health issues such as infectious diseases
and non-communicable diseases. This could include exchange programs for healthcare
professionals, technology transfer, and investments in healthcare infrastructure. By working
together to improve healthcare outcomes in Angola, both countries can create a healthier
population, increase productivity, and foster stronger bilateral relations.

The U.S. Peace Corps and Volunteer Programs

Volunteer programs such as the U.S. Peace Corps can be a valuable resource for Angola. By
sending volunteers to work on grassroots projects and capacity-building initiatives in various
sectors, including education, health, agriculture, and community development, these programs
can help support the social and economic development of local communities in Angola. At the
same time, the U.S. Peace Corps can promote cross-cultural exchange, mutual understanding,
and people-to-people diplomacy between the two countries. This engagement can also provide
US students with a unique opportunity to serve others, gain valuable skills and experience, and
make a meaningful contribution to international development.

In conclusion, there are numerous opportunities for a mutually beneficial relationship between
Angola and the United States. These opportunities include infrastructure development, renewable
energy, governance reforms, education, healthcare, economic diversification, and social
inclusion. However, to fully realize these opportunities, both countries must be willing to work
together holistically and collaboratively. This includes addressing the root causes of the issues,
promoting transparency and accountability, and ensuring that the benefits of the cooperation are
shared equitably. Additionally, it is crucial to engage all stakeholders, including the government,
private sector, civil society, and local communities, in the development and implementation of
these solutions. By doing so, Angola and the United States can create inclusive partnerships that
reflect the interests and perspectives of all parties involved. Ultimately, the potential for a win-
win situation is vast, and by working together, both countries can create a better future for their
citizens and the world at large.

Purpose of Study

The objective of this study is to conduct an in-depth analysis of the current state of Angola-U.S.
relations, identifying the main areas of cooperation, challenges, and potential opportunities for
engagement. This study aims to provide a better understanding of the historical context,
economic ties, and political dynamics that shape the bilateral relationship between Angola and
the United States.

Key Themes and Findings

The following research questions/themes will be covered in the study:

1. Economic Interactions: The significance of trade, investment, and economic partnerships in
enhancing Angola-U.S. relations.

2. Political Relations: The influence of political reforms, governance, and diplomatic
engagements on bilateral ties.

3. Security Cooperation: Collaboration in areas of mutual security interest, including
counterterrorism and regional stability.
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The study's results will provide an understanding of the strategic importance of Angola as a
partner for the United States in Africa, highlighting achievements and challenges to strengthen a
more productive and mutually beneficial relationship.

Contemporary Challenges
Nevertheless, the picture is not all rosy, as several constraints hurt what could be a mutually
beneficial and win-win situation. Angola is highly dependent on oil revenues and, therefore, very
vulnerable to global price fluctuations, which hinders diversification into other sectors of the
economy ("Angola: Selected Issues," 2022). Corruption and a lack of transparency in the
Angolan government also have a destabilizing effect on the country's investment climate and
sustainable development ("Angola: Selected Issues," 2022). Finally, the legacy of the conflict
and resulting social and economic inequalities still loom large in Angola, a major internal
constraint on peacebuilding, social cohesion, and inclusive growth. From the US perspective,
there is also a balancing act to be struck between promoting strategic interests in Angola and
upholding American values of democracy, transparency, and good governance, including support
for civil society.

Table 2: Key Challenges and Proposed Solutions

Key Challenges Proposed Solutions

Overreliance on oil revenues Invest in diversified sectors such as
agriculture and manufacturing

Governance deficits and corruption Strengthen anti-corruption frameworks and
transparency initiatives

Weak infrastructure U.S.-Angola collaboration on infrastructure
projects (ports, railways)

Social and economic inequalities Inclusive social policies and foreign-funded
development programs

Limited economic diversification Promote entrepreneurship and small business
development

Low access to quality education and | Joint initiatives for educational and
healthcare healthcare reforms
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Opportunities for Win-Win Collaboration

To build Angola-U.S. relations on win-win terms, there are several areas of potential cooperation
that the United States should consider. Investing in Angola's infrastructure can help develop the
country's economy and provide business opportunities for US companies. Angola's
transportation, energy, and telecommunications infrastructure are areas where investment could
be beneficial. The Lobito Corridor project, a proposed trade corridor that will run through
Angola, Zambia, and the DRC, is an example of an infrastructure project where US companies

resourde management are vital areas for cooperation that will help ensure that oil revenyes are
used for the benefit of the Angolan people.
Key Challenges vs Opportunities for Angola-U.S. Relations

m Challenges

Human |Capital Development B Opportunities

Agricultural Growth
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Infrastructure Projects
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Figure 3: Challenges vs Opportunities for Angola- U.S Relations

Conclusion

The development of bilateral relations between Angola and the United States, on the other hand,
should be founded on a foundation of respect, mutual interests, and a long-term vision that would
lead to a more sustainable relationship. This involves understanding the existing problems and
the absolute need for practical solutions that lead to more sustainable opportunities. This would
be achieved by fostering more sustainable bilateral relations, which would lead to the
encouragement of socio-economic development, strengthening of governance, and improved
welfare of the people in both countries (Gibson, 2023). This would mean that Angola would
have to focus on addressing the best way to manage its natural resources, as well as developing
its economy by diversifying its resources and improving its people’s living conditions (Cole et
al., 2015). It would also need to consider the aspect of conducting business in Africa and how to
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make it a more comprehensive and sustainable venture, thereby supporting development and
growth (Asongu & Odhiambo, 2019). Angola would need to have workable policies, legal
frameworks, and legislation that help moderate and govern the existing extraction contracts,
which have been developed transparently and viably to extract the country’s natural resources to
their full potential (Kiogora, 2016). This could then be a workable approach to helping the
country build on sustainable development, leading to a higher standard of living for its people
(Begu et al., 2018; Cisse & Grimm, 2015; Uriz et al., 2019). This way, understanding how China
relates to the DRC and the lessons that can be drawn from their approach to helping their people
address challenges in the face of infrastructure development and resource utilization would be
worth considering about Angola and the United States (Kafarhire, 2019; Marysse & Geenen,
2009). In a broader context, moving forward would require a more comprehensive strategy that
considers all available options, as well as potential challenges in terms of politics, economics,
and social issues.
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