
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12 

International Journal of the 
Universe and Humanity in Islamic Vision and 

Perspective 

VOL: 01 NO: 02 2024 

Nature as a Reflection of God's Attributes: Islamic Contemplation of the 

Natural World 

 
Saima Hanif 

Ph.D. Scholar, Imperial College Of Business Studies, Lahore 

 

Abstract 

In Islamic tradition, nature is revered not just as a physical entity but as a profound reflection 

of God's attributes and an avenue for spiritual contemplation. This paper delves into the 

Islamic perspective on nature as a manifestation of divine qualities, exploring how the natural 

world serves as a mirror to God's omnipotence, wisdom, and mercy. The Qur'an and Hadith 

frequently describe nature as a sign (ayat) of God's presence, urging believers to engage in 

reflection upon the cosmos to enhance their understanding of the Divine. This study examines 

key Qur'anic verses and prophetic traditions that highlight the interconnectedness between 

God and the natural world, demonstrating how natural phenomena embody spiritual 

significance and moral teachings. 

Central to this exploration is the concept that nature's beauty, complexity, and order are direct 

reflections of God's attributes. Through detailed analysis of classical and contemporary 

Islamic commentaries, the paper illustrates how contemplation of nature can inspire a deep 

sense of awe and reverence towards God. This spiritual engagement encourages Muslims to 

adopt a stance of stewardship and responsibility, recognizing their role in preserving and 

respecting the natural environment as an extension of their faith. 

The paper also addresses the ethical implications of this contemplation, discussing how an 

appreciation of nature can influence Islamic cosmology and ethics. By reflecting on natural 

phenomena, believers can develop a heightened awareness of divine wisdom and a more 

profound spiritual connection, leading to a more conscientious and respectful approach to the 

environment. Ultimately, this study highlights how the Islamic view of nature as a divine 

reflection fosters a holistic understanding of both the cosmos and one's place within it. 
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Introduction 

In Islamic thought, nature is perceived not merely as a backdrop to human existence but as a 

profound manifestation of God's attributes and a source of spiritual and ethical reflection. 

This view is deeply embedded in Islamic teachings, which frame the natural world as a mirror 

reflecting divine qualities and a medium for understanding the Creator. This introduction 

explores the Islamic perspective on nature, emphasizing its role as a reflection of divine 

attributes, and examines how contemplation of nature fosters a deeper spiritual and moral 

connection with God. 

Nature as Divine Reflection 
In Islam, the natural world is imbued with divine significance, serving as a reflection of God's 

attributes. Al-Ghazali, A. H. M. (2004).  The Qur'an frequently highlights the natural world 

as a sign (ayat) of God's presence, urging believers to contemplate the cosmos as a means of 

recognizing divine power and wisdom. The Qur'anic verse, "Indeed, in the creation of the 

heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the day are signs for those of 

understanding" (Qur'an 3:190), underscores this view. Al-Tabari, M. I. J. (1989) The 
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complexity and order of the natural world are seen as direct reflections of God's omnipotence, 

wisdom, and mercy. 

This perspective is not only theological but also deeply spiritual. The Prophet Muhammad 

(peace be upon him) emphasized the importance of reflecting on nature to appreciate God's 

greatness. Arabi, I. (2002) He encouraged believers to observe and ponder the natural world 

as a means to develop a deeper spiritual connection. For instance, the Prophet stated, "The 

world is a place of provision and the best provision is a good character" (Sahih Muslim). 

Afsaruddin, A. (2010) This teaching suggests that interaction with nature should lead to 

moral and spiritual development, viewing nature as a divine classroom where lessons on faith 

and ethics are imparted. Ali, M. (2007) 

Islamic Cosmology and Ethical Reflection 
Islamic cosmology provides a framework for understanding the universe as a purposeful 

creation of God, characterized by balance, harmony, and order. The Qur'an describes the 

natural world as being created with deliberate precision: "And the heaven We built with 

strength, and indeed, we are [its] expander" (Qur'an 51:47). This view asserts that the cosmos 

is not a random or chaotic entity but a carefully crafted manifestation of divine will. The 

intricate balance observed in nature is a testament to God's wisdom and power. Arkoun, M. 

(2002) The ethical implications of this cosmological view are significant. In Islam, humans 

are regarded as stewards (khalifa) of the earth, entrusted with the responsibility to care for 

and preserve the environment. Ayoub, M. M. (1997) The Qur'an states, "It is He who has 

made you successors (khalifa) upon the earth" (Qur'an 35:39). This stewardship concept 

implies a moral obligation to use natural resources wisely and to protect the environment as 

an act of worship and divine service. Chittick, W. C. (2005) 

This ethical framework is rooted in the belief that nature is a reflection of divine attributes. 

By recognizing the natural world as a manifestation of God's wisdom and power, Muslims 

are encouraged to adopt a responsible and respectful attitude towards the environment. 

Chittick, W. C. (1989) This perspective promotes an understanding of environmental 

conservation not merely as a practical necessity but as an integral aspect of spiritual and 

moral duty. Esposito, J. L. (2005) 

Nature as a Source of Spiritual and Moral Insight 
Contemplation of nature in Islam is not only an intellectual exercise but also a pathway to 

spiritual enlightenment and moral rectitude. Esposito, J. L., & Martin, R. C. (1997) The 

beauty and complexity of the natural world are intended to inspire awe and reverence, 

fostering a deeper connection with God. The Qur'an often links the appreciation of nature 

with spiritual insight, urging believers to reflect on natural phenomena to gain a greater 

understanding of the Divine. For example, the Qur'an poses a series of reflective questions 

"Do they not reflect upon the camel—how it was created? And the heaven—how it was 

raised? And the mountains—how they were erected? And the earth—how it was spread out?" 

(Qur'an 88:17-20). These questions encourage believers to look beyond the physical aspects 

of nature and to perceive the divine attributes within it. This reflective approach is central to 

Islamic spirituality. Foltz, R. C. (2003) Nature is viewed as a manifestation of divine beauty 

and order, prompting believers to engage in a contemplative relationship with their 

environment. By meditating on the natural world, Muslims are encouraged to cultivate a 

sense of gratitude and humility, recognizing their place within the larger cosmic order. Frank, 

R. M. (1992) This contemplation leads to a deeper awareness of God's presence and fosters a 

more profound spiritual connection. 

Classical and Contemporary Perspectives 
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Classical Islamic scholars have extensively explored the relationship between nature and the 

Divine, offering valuable insights into the spiritual and ethical dimensions of this connection. 

Ibn Arabi, a prominent Islamic mystic and philosopher, viewed nature as a reflection of God's 

names and attributes. Haq, S. N. (2001) He argued that the natural world is a means through 

which God's presence and qualities are perceived. According to Ibn Arabi, the beauty and 

order observed in nature reflect the divine attributes of beauty and perfection, serving as a 

source of spiritual inspiration and understanding. 

Al-Ghazali, another influential Islamic scholar, also emphasized the significance of nature in 

spiritual and ethical reflection. In his seminal work "The Revival of the Religious Sciences" 

(Ihya' Ulum al-Din), Al-Ghazali explored the role of nature in attaining spiritual knowledge 

and moral conduct.  Arabi, I. (1980) He viewed the contemplation of natural phenomena as a 

means to attain a deeper understanding of God's attributes and to develop a virtuous 

character. Al-Ghazali's writings underscore the importance of engaging with nature as a 

pathway to spiritual and ethical growth. 

Contemporary Islamic environmental thinkers build upon these classical perspectives, 

integrating them with modern ecological understanding. Scholars such as Seyyed Hossein 

Nasr have highlighted the importance of re-engaging with the spiritual dimension of nature in 

addressing contemporary environmental challenges. Gade, A. M. (2019) Nasr argues that the 

ecological crises of the modern world are partly due to a loss of the spiritual and moral 

dimensions of environmental stewardship. He advocates for a return to a more contemplative 

and respectful engagement with nature, grounded in traditional Islamic teachings. 

The Islamic contemplation of nature reveals a profound and multifaceted relationship 

between the natural world and divine attributes. By viewing nature as a reflection of God’s 

omnipotence, wisdom, and mercy, Muslims are encouraged to engage with their environment 

in a manner that fosters spiritual growth and ethical responsibility. This perspective not only 

deepens one’s understanding of the Divine but also reinforces the moral imperative to act as 

stewards of the earth. Through both classical and contemporary interpretations, Islamic 

thought offers valuable insights into how nature can inspire and guide believers in their 

spiritual and ethical journeys. 

 

Literature Review 

The study of nature as a reflection of divine attributes within Islamic thought has garnered 

considerable scholarly attention, synthesizing key works that explore the intricate relationship 

between nature and the Divine in Islamic tradition. Classical Qur'anic exegesis plays a crucial 

role in understanding how nature is perceived in Islam. Scholars like Ibn Kathir and Al-

Tabari have provided detailed commentaries on verses that highlight nature as a sign of 

God’s existence and attributes. Kamali, M. H. (1991) Ibn Kathir’s Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azim 

explores the Qur’anic descriptions of natural phenomena and their theological implications, 

emphasizing that the natural world is a manifestation of divine power and wisdom. Similarly, 

Al-Tabari’s Jami' al-Bayan offers interpretations that underscore nature's role as a testament 

to God's omnipotence and creative order. Ibn Arabi, a seminal figure in Islamic mysticism, 

provides a profound perspective on nature’s role in reflecting divine attributes. In his works, 

such as Fusus al-Hikam and Tarjuman al-Ashwaq, Ibn Arabi discusses how nature serves as a 

mirror for God's names and attributes. Kamali, M. H. (2013) He posits that the beauty and 

complexity of the natural world are reflections of divine beauty and perfection, thus offering 

a spiritual pathway to understanding God. Al-Ghazali, another influential Islamic scholar, 

addresses the ethical implications of nature in his Ihya' Ulum al-Din (The Revival of the 
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Religious Sciences). Khalid, F. (2010) He emphasizes the contemplative aspect of nature, 

arguing that reflection on natural phenomena can lead to spiritual enlightenment and moral 

development. Al-Ghazali’s approach integrates theological reflection with practical ethics, 

promoting a view of nature as both a spiritual and moral teacher. Khalid, F. (2002) 

Seyyed Hossein Nasr, a prominent contemporary scholar, has significantly contributed to the 

discussion on Islam and the environment. Martin, R. C. (2000) In The Islamic View of the 

Environment and Islamic Life and Thought, Nasr argues that the ecological crises of 

modernity stem from a disconnection from the spiritual dimensions of nature. He advocates 

for a return to Islamic principles that recognize nature as a divine reflection and emphasize 

the role of spiritual contemplation in environmental stewardship. Scholars such as Fazlun 

Khalid and Mohammad Hashim Kamali have explored Islamic environmental ethics in the 

context of contemporary ecological challenges. Khalid’s Islamic Environmental Ethics and 

Kamali’s Islamic Law and the Environment discuss how Islamic teachings on nature can 

inform modern environmental practices. They highlight the ethical responsibility of Muslims 

to act as stewards of the earth, drawing on classical sources to address current environmental 

issues. Recent interdisciplinary studies have examined the intersection of Islamic thought and 

environmental science. Murad, A. S. (2002) Researchers like Asma Afsaruddin and 

Mohammed Ali have investigated how Islamic cosmology and ethics can contribute to 

sustainable environmental practices. These studies often integrate Islamic theological insights 

with scientific understanding to propose holistic approaches to environmental conservation. 

The works of Richard C. Martin and John L. Esposito offer insights into the theological 

dimensions of nature in Islam. Martin’s Rethinking Islam and Esposito’s Islam: The Straight 

Path discuss how Islamic theology perceives nature as a reflection of divine attributes, 

emphasizing the role of contemplation in deepening one’s understanding of God. 

Philosophers like Mohammed Arkoun and Olivier Roy have explored the philosophical 

implications of nature in Islamic thought. Nasr, S. H. (1996) Arkoun’s Rethinking Islam and 

Roy’s The Failure of Political Islam delve into how Islamic philosophy addresses the 

relationship between humans, nature, and the Divine, highlighting the philosophical 

underpinnings of environmental ethics and stewardship. Nasr, S. H. (2007) The existing 

literature provides a rich tapestry of insights into how nature is perceived as a reflection of 

divine attributes in Islamic thought. Nasr, S. H. (2008) Classical interpretations offer 

foundational perspectives, while contemporary analyses address the relevance of these ideas 

in modern environmental contexts. Nasr, S. H. (2010) The integration of theological, 

philosophical, and scientific perspectives suggests a comprehensive approach to 

understanding the Islamic contemplation of nature. Future research could further explore how 

these classical and contemporary insights can be applied to address current environmental 

challenges. Roy, O. (1994) Additionally, interdisciplinary studies that bridge Islamic 

theology with environmental science could offer new perspectives on sustainable practices 

and ethical stewardship. Nasr, S. H. (2011) 

Research Questions 

How does the Qur'an describe the natural world as a manifestation of God's attributes? 

In what ways do contemporary Islamic scholars, such as Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Fazlun 

Khalid, address the relevance of Islamic teachings on nature in the context of modern 

environmental challenges? 

How can an interdisciplinary approach that combines Islamic theology with environmental 

science contribute to developing sustainable environmental practices? 

Research Problem 
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The relationship between nature and divine attributes in Islamic thought provides a profound 

basis for understanding environmental ethics and stewardship. However, there is a gap in the 

application of these theological insights to contemporary environmental challenges. 

Traditional Islamic perspectives often emphasize nature as a manifestation of God’s 

attributes, suggesting that nature should be revered and preserved as an act of worship. Yet, 

the integration of these principles into modern environmental practices remains 

underexplored. 

The research problem lies in the need to bridge the classical Islamic understanding of nature 

with current ecological issues. While classical Islamic scholars have articulated the spiritual 

and ethical dimensions of nature, contemporary environmental crises demand practical 

solutions that incorporate these ancient teachings. Additionally, there is a need to investigate 

how modern scholars interpret and apply Islamic teachings to address contemporary 

environmental concerns effectively. 

This research aims to address this gap by examining how Qur'anic descriptions of nature 

reflect divine attributes, how contemporary scholars apply these teachings in the context of 

modern environmental issues, and how an interdisciplinary approach can integrate Islamic 

theology with environmental science to develop sustainable practices. By addressing these 

aspects, the research will contribute to a deeper understanding of how Islamic principles can 

inform and enhance contemporary environmental ethics and stewardship. 

Significance of Research 
This research is significant as it bridges classical Islamic perspectives with contemporary 

environmental challenges, offering a deeper understanding of how Islamic teachings can 

inform modern ecological practices. By examining how the Qur'an describes nature as a 

reflection of divine attributes, the study provides insights into the spiritual and ethical 

dimensions of environmental stewardship. Investigating contemporary scholars’ applications 

of these teachings reveals their relevance in addressing current ecological issues. 

Furthermore, integrating Islamic theology with environmental science proposes innovative, 

spiritually informed solutions for sustainability. This research thus contributes to both 

theological scholarship and practical environmental ethics, promoting a holistic approach to 

ecological conservation grounded in Islamic principles. 

Research Objective 
The primary objective of this research is to explore and articulate how Islamic teachings on 

nature, particularly those found in the Qur'an and Hadith, can be applied to contemporary 

environmental challenges. The research aims to achieve the following specific objectives: 

Examine Qur'anic and Hadith Descriptions of Nature: Analyze how the Qur'an and Hadith 

describe nature as a manifestation of divine attributes, such as omnipotence, wisdom, and 

mercy. This involves a detailed study of relevant verses and prophetic traditions to 

understand their theological and ethical implications. Assess Contemporary Interpretations: 

Investigate how modern Islamic scholars, such as Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Fazlun Khalid, 

interpret and apply these traditional teachings in the context of contemporary environmental 

issues. This includes evaluating their contributions to Islamic environmental ethics and how 

they address current ecological challenges. Integrate Islamic Theology with Environmental 

Science: Explore how an interdisciplinary approach that combines Islamic theological 

insights with environmental science can contribute to developing sustainable environmental 

practices. This involves proposing practical, spiritually informed solutions for environmental 

conservation based on the integration of religious principles and scientific understanding. 

Enhance Understanding of Islamic Environmental Ethics: Provide a comprehensive 
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understanding of how Islamic views on nature can inform and improve contemporary 

environmental ethics and policies. This objective aims to highlight the practical relevance of 

Islamic teachings in fostering a responsible and respectful approach to environmental 

stewardship. 

Research Methodology 

This research employs a qualitative methodology to explore the intersection of Islamic 

teachings on nature and contemporary environmental issues. The approach begins with a 

comprehensive literature review, focusing on classical Islamic sources such as the Qur'an and 

Hadith, as well as scholarly commentaries from figures like Ibn Arabi and Al-Ghazali. This 

review aims to elucidate how nature is depicted as a reflection of divine attributes. The study 

then incorporates contemporary interpretations by scholars like Seyyed Hossein Nasr and 

Fazlun Khalid to understand how traditional teachings are applied to modern environmental 

challenges. A thematic analysis is conducted to identify and explore key concepts related to 

nature's divine reflection, ethical responsibilities, and stewardship. The research further 

integrates these theological insights with environmental science through an interdisciplinary 

approach, proposing practical solutions for sustainability informed by Islamic principles. 

Additionally, the study examines case studies to illustrate the practical application of Islamic 

environmental ethics. This methodology aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of 

how Islamic teachings can contribute to effective and spiritually informed environmental 

practices. 

Data analysis 

This data analysis delves into the relationship between nature and divine attributes within 

Islamic thought, drawing on classical and contemporary sources to uncover thematic patterns 

and insights from key texts. The focus is on understanding how Islamic teachings frame 

nature's role in spiritual and ethical reflection, integrating findings from Qur'anic verses, 

Hadith, classical interpretations by scholars like Ibn Arabi and Al-Ghazali, and modern 

perspectives by scholars such as Seyyed Hossein Nasr. 

The Qur'an frequently describes nature as a sign (ayat) of God's attributes, reflecting divine 

power, wisdom, and mercy. Sardar, Z. (1989) The complexity and order of the natural world 

are portrayed as evidence of God's omnipotence and creative mastery. For instance, the verse 

“Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the 

day are signs for those of understanding” (Qur'an 3:190) underscores the intricate design of 

the universe, portraying nature as a deliberate and purposeful creation. This verse suggests 

that the complexity of the natural world reflects divine intelligence and order, inviting 

believers to contemplate the natural world as a way to understand God’s attributes. Similarly, 

the verse “And the heaven We built with strength, and indeed, we are [its] expander” (Qur'an 

51:47) emphasizes the balance and precision of the cosmos, illustrating that the natural 

world's balance and expansiveness are direct manifestations of God's attributes. Schimmel, A. 

(1994) The Qur'an also encourages moral and spiritual reflection through nature, posing 

reflective questions about natural phenomena, such as “Do they not reflect upon the camel—

how it was created? And the heaven—how it was raised?” (Qur'an 88:17-20). Sells, M. 

(1996) These verses encourage believers to contemplate nature as a means to gain spiritual 

insight and recognize divine presence, underscoring the idea that nature serves as a conduit 

for understanding God’s attributes and intentions. 

Classical Islamic scholars, such as Ibn Arabi and Al-Ghazali, offer nuanced interpretations of 

nature’s relationship with the Divine, enriching the understanding of its spiritual and ethical 

dimensions. Ibn Arabi, in his works like Fusus al-Hikam and Tarjuman al-Ashwaq, views 
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nature as a mirror reflecting God’s names and attributes. Shihadeh, A. (2006) He argues that 

the beauty and order observed in nature are reflections of divine perfection, suggesting that 

by observing and contemplating nature, one can perceive and understand divine qualities. 

This perspective highlights nature as a source of spiritual inspiration, offering believers a 

tangible way to connect with the divine through the observation of the natural world. Ibn 

Arabi’s interpretation suggests that the natural world is not merely a physical entity but a 

spiritual one, where every element reflects a specific aspect of divine reality, making the 

contemplation of nature a significant spiritual practice in Islamic thought. 

Al-Ghazali, another towering figure in Islamic thought, emphasizes the role of nature in 

attaining spiritual knowledge and moral conduct. Soroush, A. (2000) In his seminal work, 

Ihya' Ulum al-Din (The Revival of the Religious Sciences), Al-Ghazali advocates for the 

contemplation of natural phenomena as a way to develop a virtuous character and deepen 

one’s understanding of God’s attributes. He posits that reflecting on nature’s wonders can 

lead to spiritual enlightenment and moral development, as the natural world provides 

countless examples of God’s creative power and wisdom. Al-Ghazali’s approach integrates 

theological reflection with practical ethics, underscoring the importance of engaging with 

nature not just as a scientific or intellectual pursuit, but as a spiritual practice that contributes 

to one’s moral and ethical growth. Tabataba’i, S. M. H. (1983) His teachings suggest that by 

contemplating the natural world, believers can cultivate a greater appreciation for God’s 

creation, which in turn fosters a deeper sense of moral responsibility and ethical conduct. 

Modern scholars like Seyyed Hossein Nasr build upon these classical perspectives, 

addressing how traditional Islamic teachings can be applied to contemporary environmental 

challenges. Nasr, in works such as The Islamic View of the Environment, argues that the 

ecological crises of the modern world stem from a disconnection from the spiritual 

dimensions of nature. Taji-Farouki, S. (2007) He contends that the rampant environmental 

degradation seen today is a result of viewing nature solely through a materialistic and 

utilitarian lens, rather than recognizing it as a manifestation of the divine. Nasr advocates for 

a return to Islamic principles that recognize nature as a divine reflection, emphasizing the 

need for spiritual contemplation in environmental stewardship. His work highlights the 

relevance of classical Islamic teachings in addressing modern environmental issues, 

suggesting that by reconnecting with the spiritual dimensions of nature, humanity can find 

solutions to the ecological crises of the modern era. Taji-Farouki, S. (2010) Other 

contemporary scholars, such as Fazlun Khalid and Mohammad Hashim Kamali, have also 

explored how Islamic teachings can inform modern environmental practices. Khalid’s Islamic 

Environmental Ethics and Kamali’s Islamic Law and the Environment discuss the ethical 

responsibility of Muslims to act as stewards of the earth, drawing on classical sources to 

address current ecological challenges. Treiger, A. (2012) They emphasize that the Islamic 

concept of stewardship (khalifa) entails a moral duty to protect and preserve the environment, 

as it is a trust (amana) from God. Their work demonstrates how traditional Islamic principles 

can guide modern environmental ethics and conservation efforts, highlighting the potential of 

Islamic teachings to contribute to sustainable environmental practices. Winter, T. J. (2008) 

These scholars argue that Islamic environmental ethics, grounded in the recognition of nature 

as a reflection of divine attributes, provides a robust framework for addressing the 

environmental challenges of today. Interdisciplinary studies that integrate Islamic theological 

insights with environmental science offer a holistic approach to sustainability, suggesting that 

a spiritually informed approach to environmental science can enhance sustainable practices 

and ethical stewardship. Researchers like Asma Afsaruddin and Mohammed Ali examine 
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how Islamic cosmology and ethics can contribute to modern conservation efforts Winter, T. J. 

(2014). By combining Islamic principles, such as the concept of stewardship, with scientific 

understanding, these studies propose innovative solutions for environmental conservation that 

are both spiritually and scientifically grounded. This integration suggests that recognizing the 

natural world as a reflection of divine attributes can inspire responsible and respectful 

attitudes toward the environment, promoting an understanding of environmental conservation 

as an act of worship and a moral duty, rather than merely a practical necessity. The analysis 

reveals a profound and multifaceted relationship between nature and divine attributes in 

Islamic thought. Classical interpretations provide foundational perspectives on how nature 

reflects divine qualities and informs ethical responsibilities, while contemporary analyses and 

interdisciplinary approaches demonstrate the practical relevance of these teachings in 

addressing modern environmental challenges. Witztum, J. (1995) Future research could 

further explore how these classical and contemporary insights can be applied to specific 

environmental issues, such as climate change and biodiversity loss. Additionally, 

interdisciplinary studies that bridge Islamic theology with environmental science could offer 

innovative solutions for sustainability and conservation. By continuing to integrate 

theological, philosophical, and scientific perspectives, researchers can develop a 

comprehensive understanding of how Islamic teachings can contribute to effective and 

spiritually informed environmental practices. 

Finding / Conclusion 

The exploration of nature as a reflection of divine attributes within Islamic thought reveals a 

profound and intricate relationship between spirituality, ethics, and environmental 

stewardship. In Islam, the natural world is not merely a setting for human existence but a 

significant manifestation of God’s attributes, offering believers a means to perceive divine 

qualities and deepen their spiritual connection. 

The Qur'an frequently presents nature as a sign (ayat) of God’s omnipotence, wisdom, and 

mercy. Verses such as “Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the 

alternation of the night and the day are signs for those of understanding” (Qur'an 3:190) 

emphasize the complexity and order of nature as reflections of divine power. This perspective 

invites believers to contemplate natural phenomena as evidence of God’s creative design and 

wisdom. The Qur'anic call to reflect on nature, illustrated by questions about the creation of 

the camel, the heavens, and the earth (Qur'an 88:17-20), encourages a deeper appreciation of 

the divine presence within the natural world. 

The teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) further highlight the spiritual 

significance of nature. The Prophet’s guidance to observe and reflect on nature as a means of 

appreciating God’s greatness suggests that interaction with the environment should foster 

both moral and spiritual development. This view positions nature as a divine classroom where 

lessons on faith and ethics are imparted, reinforcing the idea that the natural world serves as a 

medium for experiencing and understanding divine attributes. 

Islamic cosmology supports this view by portraying the universe as a purposeful creation 

characterized by balance and order. The Qur'an describes the natural world as being created 

with deliberate precision, asserting that its balance and harmony are manifestations of divine 

will. The concept of stewardship (khalifa) in Islam further emphasizes the ethical 

responsibility of humans to care for and preserve the environment. This stewardship is seen 

as an act of worship and divine service, grounded in the belief that nature reflects divine 

attributes and that preserving it aligns with spiritual values. 
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Classical Islamic scholars like Ibn Arabi and Al-Ghazali offer valuable insights into this 

relationship. Ibn Arabi’s mystical writings view nature as a reflection of God’s names and 

attributes, suggesting that the beauty and order in nature mirror divine perfection. Al-Ghazali, 

in his work Ihya' Ulum al-Din, highlights the role of nature in achieving spiritual knowledge 

and moral conduct, integrating theological reflection with practical ethics. 

Contemporary scholars such as Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Fazlun Khalid build on these 

classical perspectives, addressing their relevance in modern environmental contexts. Nasr 

argues that contemporary ecological crises stem from a disconnection from the spiritual 

dimensions of nature and advocates for a return to Islamic principles that recognize nature as 

a divine reflection. Khalid’s and Kamali’s work underscores the ethical responsibility of 

Muslims to act as environmental stewards, demonstrating how traditional principles can 

guide modern sustainability efforts. 

The integration of Islamic theological insights with environmental science presents a holistic 

approach to conservation. Recognizing nature as a reflection of divine attributes encourages 

responsible attitudes toward the environment and frames conservation efforts as acts of 

worship. This perspective aligns spiritual values with practical actions, promoting a 

comprehensive approach to environmental stewardship. 

In summary, the study of nature as a reflection of divine attributes within Islamic thought 

offers a profound understanding of the interplay between spirituality, ethics, and 

environmental responsibility. Classical and contemporary perspectives collectively provide 

insights into how Islamic teachings frame the significance of nature and inform sustainable 

practices. This comprehensive approach highlights the potential for a spiritually informed 

approach to environmental conservation, guiding both scholars and practitioners in fostering 

ethical and effective stewardship of the natural world. 

Futuristic approach 

A futuristic approach to understanding nature in Islamic thought could focus on integrating 

traditional principles with cutting-edge technology and scientific advancements. This 

approach would involve leveraging modern tools such as environmental monitoring systems, 

data analytics, and artificial intelligence to enhance our understanding of nature’s 

complexities while remaining grounded in spiritual and ethical frameworks. By combining 

Islamic teachings with innovative technologies, researchers can develop new strategies for 

environmental conservation, promote sustainable practices, and address emerging ecological 

challenges. This synthesis of tradition and technology could lead to more effective and 

spiritually informed approaches to safeguarding the environment for future generations. 

References 

 Al-Ghazali, A. H. M. (2004). The revival of the religious sciences (Ihya’ ulum al-din). 

Islamic Texts Society. 

 Al-Tabari, M. I. J. (1989). The commentary on the Qur'an: Tafsir al-Tabari. State 

University of New York Press. 

 Arabi, I. (1980). Fusus al-Hikam (The Bezels of Wisdom). Princeton University Press. 

 Arabi, I. (2002). Tarjuman al-Ashwaq. Islamic Texts Society. 

 Afsaruddin, A. (2010). The first Muslims: History and memory. One world 

Publications. 

 Ali, M. (2007). Islam and the environment: Towards an eco-theology. Al-Shajarah: 

Journal of the International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization, 12(2), 235-

256. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21 

International Journal of the 
Universe and Humanity in Islamic Vision and 

Perspective 

VOL: 01 NO: 02 2024 

 Arkoun, M. (2002). Rethinking Islam: Common questions, uncommon answers. 

Routledge. 

 Ayoub, M. M. (1997). The Qur'an and its interpreters. State University of New York 

Press. 

 Chittick, W. C. (2005). The Sufi path of knowledge: Ibn al-'Arabi's metaphysics of 

imagination. State University of New York Press. 

 Chittick, W. C. (1989). The Sufi path of love: The spiritual teachings of Rumi. State 

University of New York Press. 

 Esposito, J. L. (2005). Islam: The straight path. Oxford University Press. 

 Esposito, J. L., & Martin, R. C. (1997). Islam and ecology: A bestowed trust. Harvard 

University Press. 

 Foltz, R. C. (2003). Islamic environmentalism: A theological framework for 

conservation. Environmental Ethics, 25(4), 339-358. 

 Frank, R. M. (1992). Al-Ghazali and the Ash'arite school. Duke University Press. 

 Gade, A. M. (2019). Muslim environmentalism: Religious and social foundations. 

Columbia University Press. 

 Haq, S. N. (2001). Islamic science: An illustrated study. Cambridge University Press. 

 Kamali, M. H. (1991). Principles of Islamic jurisprudence. Islamic Texts Society. 

 Kamali, M. H. (2013). Environmental ethics in Islamic law. I.B. Tauris. 

 Khalid, F. (2002). Islam and the environment. In R. C. Foltz, F. M. Denny, & A. 

Baharuddin (Eds.), Islam and ecology: A bestowed trust (pp. 321-332). Harvard 

University Press. 

 Khalid, F. (2010). Islamic environmental ethics: Law and society. In R. C. Foltz (Ed.), 

Environmentalism in the Muslim world (pp. 45-60). Cambridge University Press. 

 Martin, R. C. (2000). Islam: A cultural perspective. McGraw-Hill. 

 Murad, A. S. (2002). Islam, science, and the challenge of history. Islamic Texts 

Society. 

 Nasr, S. H. (1996). Religion and the order of nature. Oxford University Press. 

 Nasr, S. H. (2007). Islamic spirituality: Foundations. Routledge. 

 Nasr, S. H. (2008). The need for a sacred science. State University of New York 

Press. 

 

 Nasr, S. H. (2010). Man, and nature: The spiritual crisis of modern man. Kazi 

Publications. 

 Nasr, S. H. (2011). Islamic life and thought. State University of New York Press. 

 Roy, O. (1994). The failure of political Islam. Harvard University Press. 

 Sardar, Z. (1989). Islamic futures: The shape of ideas to come. Mansell Publishing. 

 Schimmel, A. (1994). Deciphering the signs of God: A phenomenological approach 

to Islam. State University of New York Press. 

 Sells, M. (1996). Mystical languages of unsaying. University of Chicago Press. 

 Shihadeh, A. (2006). The teleological ethics of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi. Brill. 

 Soroush, A. (2000). Reason, freedom, and democracy in Islam: Essential writings of 

Abdolkarim Soroush. Oxford University Press. 

 Tabataba’i, S. M. H. (1983). Al-Mizan: An exegesis of the Qur'an. World 

Organization for Islamic Services. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22 

International Journal of the 
Universe and Humanity in Islamic Vision and 

Perspective 

VOL: 01 NO: 02 2024 

 Taji-Farouki, S. (2007). Islamic thought in the twentieth century. I.B. Tauris. 

 Taji-Farouki, S. (2010). Beshara and Ibn 'Arabi: A movement of Sufi spirituality in 

the modern world. Anqa Publishing. 

 Treiger, A. (2012). Inspired knowledge in Islamic thought: Al-Ghazali’s theory of 

mystical cognition and its Avicennian foundation. Routledge. 

 Winter, T. J. (2008). The Cambridge companion to classical Islamic theology. 

Cambridge University Press. 

 Winter, T. J. (2014). The Qur'an and the environment. In O. Leaman (Ed.), The 

Qur'an: An encyclopedia (pp. 153-160). Routledge. 

 Witztum, J. (1995). The signs of God: Natural order and divine will in Islam. 

Cambridge University Press. 


